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Mayor’s Council on the Arts 

May 20, 2025 
 
The Mayor’s Council on the Arts met at the Lake Crago Outdoor Recreation Complex. 
Mayor Bill Mutz, Chair Kerry Falwell, Commissioner Stephanie Madden, Alex Rich 
– Ashely Gibson Barnett Museum of Art, Cynthia Haffey – Platform Art, Alice 
Santana – Straz Center, Kevin LeVine – Harrison School of the Arts, Cindy Collins – 
RP Funding Center, Tiffany Van Wieren – Watson Clinic Foundation Arts in Medicine, 
Lesley Chambers – Florida Southern College, Brad Lunz – At Large Member, David 
Wilt – At Large Member, Alan Reynolds – Lakeland Community Theatre, Parker 
Landry – At Large Member, Ricky Johnson – Polk Theatre, Georgia Lynn Dean – At 
Large Member, Ashely Miller – Lakeland Symphony Orchestra,  Deputy Director of 
Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Arts Pam Page, and Deputy City Clerk Heather 
Bradman were present.  
 
Mayor Bill Mutz called the meeting to order at approximately 2:02 p.m. 
 
Mayor’s Remarks 
Mayor Mutz shared that Donna DeStefano from Summit Leadership had offered to 
host the meeting at Summit to allow members to view the building’s murals. As the 
location for this meeting was already set, he plans to follow up with Ms. DeStefano and 
host the fall meeting at Summit in appreciation of the offer. 
 
Introduction of New At Large Members 
Chair Kerry Falwell introduced two new at-large members: Parker Landry and David 
Wilt. 
 
Artists Grant Sub Committee Report and Recommendation 
Kerry Falwell provided an overview of the grant subcommittee’s work and distributed a 
handout summarizing the recommendations. (Handout on file in the agenda packet.) 
 
The council discussed:  

• Recommendation to allocate $20,000 for production costs and $5,000 for 
materials to support individual artist grants. 

• Any remaining funds would be redirected to artist grants. 
• The subcommittee will develop a new grant scoring matrix tailored to individual 

artists rather than organizational models. 
• Installment-based disbursements, post-project documentation, and potential 

eligibility consequences for non-performance. 
• Accessibility and flexibility of grants were emphasized, with amounts awarded 

based on project scope ranging from $2,000 – $5,000. 
• The need for safeguards and clearly defined application requirements. 

The potential involvement of a City of Lakeland intern to assist with marketing 
and the administrative aspects of the grant process (guidelines, scoring, etc.) was 
discussed. 
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Motion: Member Lesley Chambers moved to have Kerry Falwell request that the 
City Commission maintain existing organizational grants and add a new $25,000 
line item to support workforce development for creative entrepreneurs, bringing 
the total FY25 request to $400,000. Mayor Mutz seconded. 
 
Pam Page inquired if culinary arts could be included. Kerry Falwell clarified that inclusion 
criteria will be addressed in the grant guidelines. 
 
Kerry Falwell asked for any further comments from the council.  
 
Action: Kerry Falwell called for the vote and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
The council continued to discuss:  

• Kerry Falwell will present the FY24 Organizational Grant Impact Report and 
funding request at the June 2 City Commission meeting. 

• MCA members were encouraged to attend the June 2 Commission meeting in 
support of the funding request. 

• The Council will await budget feedback before finalizing workforce development 
guidelines.  

• If the $25,000 request is not approved, the group may consider redirecting those 
funds back into organizational grants. 

• Pam Page advocated for identifying properties that could serve as open art 
studios, expanding beyond city-owned buildings. 

• The importance of supporting creative entrepreneurship and artist visibility was 
highlighted. 
 

Minutes Review & Approval  
 
Motion: Member Cindy Collins moved to approve both sets of minutes; Member 
Brad Lunz seconded.  
 
Kerry Falwell asked for comments from the council. 
 
Action: Chair Kerry Falwell called for the vote and the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
The next meeting will be held at the Summit building, with reserved parking and a tour 
of the murals.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:48 PM. 
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