
city swan

Guide



Hi there! I'm Morty and I’m your guide to Lakeland’s swans! 

Lakelanders are pretty big fans of us swans. You can find tributes to my 
friends and family all over town. Do you recognize any of these?

Have you seen
Lakeland's Swans?



My great-great-great grandparents were part of 
Queen Elizabeth II’s royal flock.

Back in the 1950s, all the swans in Lakeland had 
disappeared. But then, a former Lakelander living in 
England had a bold idea: why not write to the Queen 
herself, the o�cial "Seigneur of the Swans.” and ask 
for help?

And she did! The Queen sent a beautiful pair of royal 
swans all the way from England to Florida. They 
arrived in 1957 and made Lake Morton their new 
home.

Those two swans started a whole new flock and 
if you visit the Lake Morton today, you’ll see their 
many great-great-great-grand-swanbabies.

Did you know that
our Swans are royalty?

Looks like my scrapbook got scrambled!

Lady and Sir board 
a plane to Lakeland.

Lady and Sir arrive 
on Lake Morton.

The Queen chooses the perfect 
mating Cobb and Penn. 

The Pickhart family writes a 
letter to the Queen of England.

A new generation of swans 
is born in Lakeland. 

Lakeland SwansArrive

Help me organize my collection to put the events in order. 

Number each image 1-5.



Unscramble these words to see what is safe to feed a swan.
Afterwards, use the boxed letters to unlock the secret message.

Just like you, swans need proper 
nutrition to live a healthy life.

We love to eat bread, but for us it’s like
eating candy, and too much is not healthy 
for us. 

Good thing there’s plenty of wholesome 
choices to feed us instead

What do
Swans Eat?
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What is the Number 1 
Threat to swans 
in florida?
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Every October, the City of Lakeland catches the swans at Lake Morton for a special 
event called the Swan Round-Up. The swans are placed in pens for a short 
time so vets can give them check-ups, protect baby swans, and help keep the 
whole flock healthy.

Can you spot all 6 di�erences between the two pictures below?
Circle them, then color in the scene!

What is the
The Swan Roundup?



How do we keep
Swans Safe

Start

end

Swans and other wildlife are  blocking some of 
the roads!  Maneuver through the city 
while keeping my friends safe. 

Being Lakeland’s mascot is no joke, that’s why the City works so hard to keep me 
and my family safe!

Our home, Lake Morton, is surrounded completely by a road. We don’t mind the 
cars, but it is important to drive carefully in case we decide to cross the street.



How do swans 
stay healthy?

did you know?

During the Round-Up, veterinarians give 
each swan a health check; kind of like your yearly 
visit to the doctor!

They check our feathers, weigh us, and give us medicine 
if we need it.

Can you count all the swans in this picture? 

Boy swans are called a Cobbs, girl swans are called a Penns 
and baby swans are called cygnets.



Visit us online and let’s keep learning together.
LakelandGov.net/LearningLakeland

Come say hello!
Here are some quick do’s and don’ts to help you be a great swan watcher:

Swan-Spotting Tips:
• Check around the edges of Lake Morton

• Look for nests in spring (but don’t get too close!)

• Swans love early mornings and calm days

• Bring binoculars or zoom in with your phone

DO's:
• Feed the swans (remember: No bread!)

• Use quiet voices

• Take pictures, not feathers

• Look for cygnets in spring

DOn'ts:
• Get too close 

• Chase or touch the swans

• Throw things in the lake


