Dear
Abby

Polisters rank low
in reader’s opinion

DEAR ABBY: Tt my opinlon the Gallap Pall's Hst of
the top 24 professloms In order of ibelr reputaibon for
hemesty, Integrity and ethical standards reveals o high
diegree of non-professionnllam.

Paliceman, congresamen ond snlesmen would mo
doubt have rasked differently had the terms “palice
offivers, members of Congress and sales repredomta-
tives" bees used, thus rocognbzing the limporianl coniri-
Iiitians women have made 1o these professbons.

Apd why were suries, secretarles, schoolteschers and
eiher predomisantly female professions emitted T

You can pot “polisiers” down at the bottom of my it
for integrity and ethical standards,

APPALLED IN PA,

DEAR AFPALLED; Move over. A lob of readers wepe
atso appalled.

DEAR ABIY: Nuls to your suggestion that the cost of
ibe wedding should be split 50-50 between the bride's
family apd the groom's.

I thisk the family that wanis a big splashy wedding
shomld food the bl IT ibey both want W, they can sphit
it. bsut if anly coe waniz bt, the one whe wanis It should
pay for it

FPAID FOR THREE AND WANTED NDNE

DEAR PAIDX Your suggesiton makes & kot of sense to
mre,

CONFIDENTIAL TD TEARS ON MY PILLOW IN
CLEARWATER, FLA: Regret Is the eancer of life.
Albough it's ton Inte for you to give your own mother
pleaswre, others can profit by your "sins of amissbon.”

There are nirsing hemes filled with elderly people
who would so enjoy a litthe regular attestion, Drop in
with & few [llowers from your garden, magazimes you
woald have thrown away, seme bomemade goodies, ele.
One day & week take ene ar W0 oF 28 many a8 yoi can
for o litile ride. Bring the children nleng on oecasion,
0k folls love children,

Do thkis, at first, in reparathon, and in time i will
became a labor of bave. True, of course, we can only
have one mother, but in tbe family of God we are all
ame: He loves os, he forgives us,

Cheer up by cheering athers up, It is 4 beantifel pre-
zeription for sheep and peace.

Art
Buchwald
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Acton — a vunished community

this land from (ke Spanish, O Aug, 6, 1763 L

Augustin Prevost assumed British authority at
Pensacoln eansing Flortda to fall under the rube of the
Union Jack.

By 1821, Spain kad purchased Florida again and it
was ab thal Lime Spain 50ld Florida to the United States.
ﬂ::d-l then became o berritory In 1822 amd a state in

By 1861, settlers were rapidiy moving inlo the fron-
tier ridge area that had just been mamed Palk County.
Growth comtinued and by the 1850's many changes were
taking place in thie pleneer land with the rallroad work-
Ing its way through Florida.

One of the greatest confedence amd promotional men
of the 1880: wos Hamilton Disston. He aequired a deod
in 1081 for four million acres of land At 25 cents par
acre from the irustees of the Isternal Improvement
Fund, State of Florida, Disstan acquired the property by
signing a promissory note bearing § percent nterest,
Aecording to record, ned ene peany of priscipal or Inder-
cst was ever pald to the state of Florida. One af the
parcels of land costaimed in this four millian acres
Aequired by Dission en Juni L, 1881, was Beclion 17,
Township 25, Range 24 — otherwise later to be known
as a British town called Acton!

Robert William Harbury of Birmingham, England,
purchased this pacced on April 17, 1883, from the Lo
dan office of Disston's campany known as Florida Land
and Imprevement Company. Haobury gave hie [rlend,
Plers Eliot Warburtom, an eighth Interest apd in ex-
change, Warburton woald manage and develop the prope
erly.

Again, the British were interested in Florida, at least
a small pertion of Polk County. A plat plan was drawn
up &nd recorded in 1834 with o town and stresls being
lakd il for a Brotish selilemnent . . . an ares totally
differcnt from the wsual western frontier style alveady
in existence in Polk County. The name “Acton” was
Eiven o this settlement after Lord Acton, a British
duthor back in England.

Acton was situated betwesn Like Parker amd Lake
Bomty — named after Richard Boney who was an carly
settler and Indian fighter (now called Lake Bosmy) The
twn lakes wera coenected by & canal. At that time, Lake

&tk in the 17003, England wos o vitally i L
B wd In the kand mass known as Florida it obtalned

OLD POLK ALBUM

Polk’'s past

By Martha F, Sowyar

Parker was full of fish weighing up to 10 pounds each.
Tie lake was delightfal for boating and fshing with
OFange groves lindng Uis banks. Lake Parker, with & 24-
mile ¢ireemference, wae and ©ll 15 ane of the largest
Lskes in Pelk Counly. Lake Bocey was a smaller lake
with a &-mila water frostage.

Thore was & s0w mill in Acton which was one of the
best amd largest in the area built en the shores of Lake
Parker. AL the Lime the original plat was deawn In 1884
by Alexander Strong of Maitland, the only two recorded
restdents of Acton were Plers Warburtom and James
Eierson, Some of the [irel English settlers do follow
were Coumty Bernstorff, Ceeil H. Alleyne, Meomtague
Yilliers and C.E. Garrat, Some of the original street
sames were Disston, Honbary, Napler, Nalson, Beasley,
Marlboreugh and Cumbes — all avenises.

‘There was a Town Square and an Episcopal Church
knowm as “All Baints" A hotel known as “Acton House"
was located on the southwest corner of Filth Strees and
Hanbury Awvenua placing It to the south of the South
Florida Railroad rumning through town and to the east
of the Town Square. Meals were served in the comfort-
able Acton Homse “English style”

There was alsa an “Acton Club* locoted on Lake
Porker contnining a boat house with clab cooms over-
kead and a reading rooen which was free to people visit-
ing in Acton when recommended by members. It was at
all times completely stocked with English nowspapars.
Thore was abso a libeary in the club. Boating was of
primary importance but there was lawn tennis as well
and a debating sociely. Therd wos a cricket clab with 25
members. Palk Coanty's Emglish settlement enjoyed
Puolo and an aver-popular English sport — fox hunting?

There were & [ew stores in town &nd the population
grew (o aboaul 200, The residénts all drested in com-
pletely English styles. There was a rallroad station, o
post office s woll a5 a cemotery amd park. It ks be-

leved no ene was ever burked In the cemetery dug o
the tawn's short existence,

Immediately to the west af Atlon was property that
Abraham Godwin Munn had pruchased alse In 1881 A
town called Lakeland bogan on this property in 1884
the same year 05 Acton In the beginning, Acton was
lorger ond foster prowing ikan Lakeland. In farl o
IIrEI:M:I’I kad the railread and & siadion Do to a quirk af
fate — the shifting of the sands al {me — who kpews'
=t any rate. tho railroad station 8t Acion burned 1o
the ground leaving the tovwen without adeguate railroad
facilities. A town could nol flaurish withoo! the railread’
AR this podnt, (ke wealthy Munn offered the South Fror
da Railcoad cash to build a beautiful rallroad stees
and paxd for laying tracks, beinging the railroad through
Lakeland, Land om which Acton was situated between
Loke Parker and Honey waos said to be low providing
imadequate dralnage, yet another disadvantage to the
TNoundering commankty. Progress was shifted fram the
English town of Acton to Lakeland. Acton soon became
& ghost town. The post office was the last business to
diztontinee in 1880, Other buildings were disassemmbled
with lumber being hauled by wagen io the up- and-rom-
ing town of Lokoland antil by 1894 all thot stosd in the
vorished town of Acton was & single vacant bullding
Al Snbnts Episcopal Chorch. In (803 it was mowved to
Lakeland on the shores of Lake Mirror at Massachuseirs
Avenee and Lemon Sirect where it remained unti the
present church was bult im 152) Certais portioss of
that original charch are housed in the present All Sasnis
Epigropal Chisreh. Acton Bad todally vanished!

Many of the restdents returned to England with & few
settlings in other areas of Polk County. Acton existed
tho area east of Lakelamd now known as Shore Acres
The caly visible evid af this hed town's exis-
tence is o Florida State Marker dedicated to “Arcton
Community.” The marker s located in the morih end of
Elk's Park opposite Lake Parker.

The Polk Coanty communily which was sestled and
pramoted by Englishment brashed briefly with the pre-
sent. e Leave its mark in histecy now only 1o be recelled
from the past,

Murtha F. Bawyer Is a hoosewife and member of His-
torie Lakelond who erjoys writing.
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